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accused, and, above all, the ultimate reasons
for their behaviour before the court. It may
be that the deeds of most of these men deserved
death: but invective and outbursts of indigna-
tion, understandable though these may be, will
not give an explanation of the psychology of
these men. It would take a great Soviet poet
to make their guilt and their sin compre-
hensible to Western minds." That is on no
account to be taken as meaning that I want
to find fault with the conduct of the trial or
with its findings. Were I asked for the quint-
essence of my opinion, I could perhaps only
follow the example of that modest essayist
Ernst Bloch, and quote Socrates, who, when
questioned regarding certain obscurities in
Heraclitus, replied: " What I have understood
is excellent. From which I conclude that the
rest which I have not understood is also
excellent."

The Soviet people do not understand all
this lack of comprehension. At a meeting after
the conclusion of the trial, a Moscow writer
became vehement on the subject of my com-
mentary quoted above: " Feuchtwanger does Attempt at

an esplana-

not understand the motives which have led the tioa